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Canine Heartworm
This Deadly Disease Can Steal Your Dog's Health

eartworm is a painful disease that occurs when your dog is bitten by a mosquito infected with the larval form of

dirofilaria immitis—a thread-like roundworm. These parasites infest the heart, lungs and blood vessels of dogs,
cats and other mammals, causing severe lung disease, heart failure, and damage to other organs. The disease is most
common in areas with heavy mosquito populations.

Symptoms, Diagnosis and Treatment

The first signs of a heartworm infestation may simply be poor appetite, fatigue, weight loss or lethargy. As the disease
progresses, your dog may develop a persistent cough. If left untreated, the worms can cause congestive heart failure
or a sudden blockage of blood flow within the heart, which can be fatal if the blockage is not immediately repaired
through surgery.

There’s a simple blood test to check for the presence of microfilariae; however, it can be prone to a false negative result. A more accurate test is the
heartworm antigen test that looks for a protein the parasite releases, indicating a heartworm infection. The treatment protocol for heartworm can be hard on
pets, but survival rates have improved due to advances in veterinary medicine.

Prevention

Year-round prevention is critical, so if your pet is not on a preventative or hasn’t been tested in the last year, please call us right away. We will test for
heartworm disease prior to putting your dog on a preventive as these medications can cause complications if a dog is already infected. We have various
options for prevention and will be happy to discuss which one is right for your pet.

Playing It Safe

Dos and Dont’s for Feline Fun

laying with your cat offers numerous benefits and
should be an everyday activity. It provides much
needed exercise for indoor cats, keeps them mentally
stimulated, and helps them bond with you. It's important,
however, to play safely to avoid injury or mental distress.

& Talk to your kitty in a happy voice while you play.
Never make a loud noise that could scare them.

‘& Cats love to hide in paper bags and cardboard boxes
on the floor. Leave them out and watch the fun!
However, never offer plastic bags or anything that
once contained a toxic substance.

% Drag a string or any object behind you and let
them chasel Make sure they can catch the object
intermittently. No one wants to play a game they
can't win.

& Toys with bells and squeakers are feline favorites!

& Be cautious about cat toys. They shouldn’t contain small pieces that can be chewed
off and cause choking. Also be wary of toys made in countries that don’t have the
same pet safety standards as we do in the U.S., especially when it comes to toxins.
Also avoid laser pointers, which can permanently damage the eyes.

% Your kitty may enjoy catnip toys, interactive toys, or motorized toys that allow them
to chase and “catch” objects. Periodically invest in a fun and safe new toy. Motorized
toys should only be used with supervision.

& Make playtime with your cat part of your daily routine. What they really love is
your attention!

Feline Dental Disease
What Your Cat’s Bad Breath Could Be Hiding

f your cat has bad breath, dental disease is likely the culprit—studies show that as many as 90% of cats four years and
older are affected. Dental disease can not only cause severe pain, it can lead to more serious health problems.

Plaque deposits on your cat’s teeth can cause an immune response to the bacteria in plaque, resulting in inflammation
known as gingivitis. You may notice redness or swelling around the gums as well as a reluctance to eat, turning the
head while chewing, pawing at the mouth, drooling, or halitosis. Left untreated, gingivitis can progress to periodontitis, a
condition that weakens the gums and underlying bones and is usually unreversible. Tooth resorption is another common
dental condition and is the most common cause of tooth loss. This is a condition in which a tooth begins to deteriorate
from the inside.

Unfortunately, the bacteria and infection that causes most forms of dental disease can spread to other organs. In severe
cases, infection can damage the kidneys, heart and liver. To diagnose dental disease, we examine your cat's mouth and
take x-rays under anesthetic. During a dental cleaning, we remove the plaque and tartar that can cause gingivitis. We may also treat other dental issues,
such as tooth resorption, while your kitty is anesthetized. For some infections, we may prescribe antibiotics.
Fortunately, we can prevent these common types of feline dental disease. Bring your cat to see us so we can create a dental care plan that will help
% your kitty avoid the pain and potential complications of dental disease.

Call us at (713) 682-6351 today to make an appointment!
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